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President: Brian Bell - marcspres@gmail.com
Vice President: Lori Jo Whitehaus - ljwhitehaus@gmail.com
secretary: Jay Hreiz - secretary@marcshows.com
treasurer: Charlene Everette - ckshair@charter.net

directors:
Peg Hailey - quivermom@comcast.net
Stephen Trent - stephentrent@cox.net
Brenda Smith - narrowgatefarm@msn.com
Mary Ellen Stamets - mrabbit67@yahoo.com
Melissa Deitrich -Fuzzibuttsrabbitryandcaviary@gmail.com

committee chairs

conVention: Brian Bell - marcspres@gmail.com
election: Angie Shaw - angieshaw@comcast.net
constitution: To be appointed
newsletter: Michelle Forry - mlganassi@yahoo.com
merchandise: To be appointed
marcs shows: Nicole Bortz - nikkisminis@yahoo.com
website: Alexa Bixel - auroralexdesigns@gmail.com

board of directors

www.marcshows.com

Baltimore & Howard Co. Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Asso-
ciation

Blue Ridge Rabbit & Cavy Club
Broome County Rabbit Breeders Association

Butler Bunni Bunch
Carroll County Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association, Inc

Charleston Fancy Rabbit Breeders Association
Chesapeake Regional Dutch Breeders Association 

Color Me Dwarf Club
Delmarva Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association
Eastern Carolina Rabbit Breeders Association

Eastern States Polish Rabbit Club
Finger Lakes Rabbit Breeders Association

Hare Raisers 4-H Youth Club
Lebanon County 4-H Rabbit & Cavy Club

Lebanon Valley Rabbit Breeders Association
Lehigh Valley Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association

Majestic Mini Rex Specialty Club
Mason Dixon Rex Rabbit Breeders Association

Mid Atlantic Cavy Breeders Association
Mid Atlantic Dwarf Hotot Club

Mid Atlantic Lop Club
Mid Atlantic Satin Rabbit Breeders Association

Mid Atlantic Tan Club
Mid Jersey Rabbit & Cavy Breeders

National Capital Rabbit Breeders Association
Niagra Frontier Rabbit Club

North Carolina Cavy Breeders Association
North Carolina Rabbit Breeders Association

Pennsylvania State Rabbit Breeders Association
Richmond Rabbit Breeders Association

South Jersey Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association
Southeast Fuzzy Lop Club

Southern Flemish Giant RSC
Southern Pride Rabbit & Cavy Club

Tidewater Rabbit Breeders Association
York Co. Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association

affiliated clubs

Want to donate to MARCS? 
All donations can be made payable to 

MARCS and send it to 
Dr. Jay Hreiz, 

MARCS Secretary 
8608 Sequoia Grove Ln. 

Charlotte, NC 28214 

The MARCS logo is the property of MARCS and may not 
be duplicated or used without the express permission of 

MARCS.

The officials MARCS newsletter prints the 15th of March, 
June, September and December. Content and advertising 
deadlines are the 20th of the month prior to publication. 
To submit an article or ad contact Michelle Forry at mlga-
nassi@yahoo.com or 814-521-9320.

Advertising Rates: 
$20 Full Page 
$10 Half Page 

$5 Quarter Page 

newsletter info
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MARCS President’s Report
Hello everyone,
I cannot believe that Summer is already 

gone.  The Fall show season and ARBA 
Convention in Portland is right around the 
corner.  I know personally I have a very 
busy schedule ahead of me until mid-No-
vember between several work trips and a 
4 week road trip to Portland.  I hope many 
of you are able to go out to Portland as it 
looks like it will be a great convention.
Speaking of convention, many have been 

asking when we will put a bid in again for 
ARBA Convention to return to D9.  You probably have 
noticed the special Newsletter cover Michelle put to-
gether.  
Well the good news is that a Convention bid is becom-

ing a reality sooner than later.  You will see a detailed 
report from Lori Jo Whitehaus, Bid Committee Chair in 
this newsletter.  This has been in the works since before 
the Texas Convention last year and the plans are to bid 
for ARBA Convention to come back to Harrisburg, PA 
in 2018!!  Please see LJ’s report for many more de-
tails on how you can support this effort and become 
involved.  We are all very excited to have the opportu-
nity to bring the ARBA Convention back to D9 and will 
need everyone’s support as we move forward with our 
second Convention bid.
We could use some volunteers to help with some 

upcoming MARCS shows.  Shows are 
planned for October 11 in Lebanon, PA (in 
conjunction with Lebanon Valley RCBA 
on October 10) and December 12 in Har-
risburg, PA (in conjunction with Fur and 
Feathers). All shows days will feature 
double open/double youth shows between 
those hosting the shows.  Please contact 
me, LJ or Ruth-Ann if you are able to as-
sist.
The MARCS Board will be meeting in 

September to address some important 
Board business.  
This includes a special election since we had no nomi-

nations for the open positions this year.  Please pay at-
tention to our website, Facebook page and e-mail noti-
fications to affiliated clubs.  
An announcement will detail the procedures to be fol-

lowed for the election.
In the meantime, stay connected with us between is-

sues with the MARCS Facebook page (https://www.
facebook.com/groups/227985077387/).
We are always looking for new ideas and feedback.  

Please feel free to contact me or any of your Board 
members at any time with any questions or suggestions.
Hope to see you at the upcoming shows.
Best Regards,
Brian

MARCS Vice President’s Report
It’s official. 
MARCS has revived the Bid Committee 

and I will again serve as the Chair.  We 
have had one meeting on our own and 
one meeting with the staff at the PA Farm 
Show Complex to start assembling a bid to 
host the 2018 ARBA Convention in Har-
risburg, Pennsylvania.  We have selected 
October 20-24, 2018 as the convention 
dates with set up starting on Monday, Oc-
tober 15, 2018 and tear down continuing 
for a few days after the convention is over.  
History Awaits in the Keystone State was the theme 

of the 2013 Convention  Were you there?  Do you have 
suggestions for improvement?  We took great notes 

throughout the event and have already 
taken steps to make that very successful 
convention even better in 2018 when his-
tory will improve as it repeats itself.  I am 
already starting to compile a list of vol-
unteers and am starting with those willing 
to chair the various positions within our 
organizational chart.
So what happens next?  We will work 

with our partners to assemble a bid book 
that will be nearly 100 pages.  Our two 
major partners are the Hershey-Harrisburg 

Regional Visitors Bureau and the Pennsylvania Farm 
Show Complex.  

(Continued on Page 3)
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All is quiet in the Carolinas.  Please make sure that your membership is current 
with MARCS.  You can e-mail me at any time to verify when membership is valid 
until:  2013arbaconvention@gmail.com.  Until then, best of luck at the fall shows 
and enjoy the 92nd ARBA Convention in Portland, OR!

MARCS Secretary’s Report

MARCS Treasurer’s Report

(Continued from Page 2)
The Bid Committee will prepare a full presentation 

to address the ARBA Board of Directors at their 2016 
meeting in San Diego, California.  At the conclusion 
of that meeting, we will know if we are awarded the 
bid.  I say IF because we understand that another club 
will also be bidding to host this same convention so we 
have some competition and are preparing a strong bid 
to win the approval of the ARBA Board.
What do we need from you?  We need your support.  

We need all of our affiliated clubs to maintain affiliation 
of MARCS.  We need volunteers to step up and offer 
to chair elements of the convention.  We need a strong 

work force to prepare to spend several days helping to 
set up the show room.  
We need a lot of volunteers to assist with the required 

paperwork that needs to be quickly processed on site 
during the convention.  We need volunteers to help pro-
mote our merchandise.  
Mostly, we need your excitement about bringing the 

convention back to Pennsylvania and we need to you 
tell everyone how excited you are to be part of this his-
tory-repeating event.
Lori Jo Whitehaus, Vice President
MARCS Bid Committee Chair
ljwhitehaus@gmail.com  - 717-571-6284

Wow I can’t believe it almost time for 
the kids to return to school.  Lots of de-
partment stores have started School sales 
already in progress, and even Halloween 
items out in Cracker Barrel.  Boy I can 
remember when we couldn’t wait to cel-
ebrate Labor Day and then moan we had 
to go back to school.  
Our summer here on the east coast of 

Virginia where I’m at has been hotter 
than I remember in the past few years.  
Luckily we had a lot more of rain than 
usual and the veggie garden went crazy.  We never had 
a problem with giving away the tomatoes, cucumber, 
squash and peppers.  
We are still holding our own in our bank account 

$70,783.62 in our main account and $3186.52 in the 
second account that we transfer money to for holding 
and paying for show expense.  
I’m sure Nicole can provide the money deposit from 

the show and related expense for sanction, judge fees, 

hotel fee, travel expense, food expense and 
building expense just to put on a show. 
I had great success with breeding this year 

and have several nice AFL otter variety on 
the ground and hope they grow out their 
coats for presentation in Portland.  We have 
already started reservation for flying our 
kennel to make sure they will be there just 
before we arrive and right after we arrive.  
We booked our hotel and reserved our van 
so long ago it seems like a year has already 
passed.  We have talked to several vets to 

get a vet check on an agriculture form so we can get 
more rabbits done instead of one form at a time.  The 
Hollander has had several great articles on flying and 
exactly what you need to know and fly at the best rate 
and least expense at rodent rate. 
Look forward to see everyone at shows or Conven-

tion.  
Charlene Everette
MARCS Treasurer
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MARCS Director’s Report: MD, DE, DC

MARCS will hold an all-breed show in conjunction with the Lebanon Valley Rabbit 
Breeders Association Double Open/Youth show Oct 10. Download a catalog at arba.

net

Join us Oct. 11

MARCS Director’s Report: NC, SC -- No Report

What a crazy summer this has been, one 
moment it is 100 degrees outside the next 
it is down in the 80’s. It has been a fun 
summer for me; I have had the privilege 
to attend two Midnight Shows one in West 
Virginia and the other in Massachusetts. 
I really enjoy traveling to different states 
to meet and compete against others, it is 
always nice to meet and see old friends. 
Of course, the best shows are yet to come! 
Convention should prove, as always, to 
be stellar. Hard to believe it is only a few 
months away. Are you ready?
When traveling to shows, please be prepared for what 

Mother Nature may throw at you. For example, if it is 
supposed to be hot at the show. Pack small battery op-
erated fans; bring a larger fan with an electric cord and 
bus par to share with others. Bring frozen water bottles, 

tiles, etc. to keep your rabbits and cavies 
cool and comfortable. All of my rabbits 
and cavies are used to eating cucumbers 
while traveling. 
They provided hydration while I am driv-

ing. I normally do not travel with water 
bottles on my cages. Although, going to 
Massachusetts I did. I put a small feeder 
under the water bottle to catch the water.  
If it is raining, have a tarp you can throw 
over the critters to get them in the show 
room. If it is cool out use an old blanket to 

cover them up.
Do not forget to help jump right in and be a writer 

or ramrod at the shows. To keep the show running 
smoothly, the show committee will be ecstatic for the 
assistance.
Melissa Deitrich

MARCS Director’s Report:  NJ, Foreign, non ARBA D9

MARCS Director’s Report: WV, VA  -- No Report

The Fall show season is gearing up. A lot of MARCS members from my district are 
planning on attending the Convention. Youth numbers at the shows I have been at 
continue to rise. Recently judged a 4-H event where many MARCS members were 
present working with the youth. Youth were very interested and gained a lot from our 
members.

MARCS Director’s Report: PA -- Vacant 
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Teen credits rabbits for personal growth
Katya Ivanovski has come a long way from the shy 

girl who joined 4-H when she was 9.
The now 17-year-old been on the winning state 4-H 

achievement rabbit bowl team for the past three years 
and has named the 3rd runner up in both state and na-
tional rabbit queen contests.
Ivanovski, of Ambler PA, had a guinea pig when she 

started with the Furry Friends Rabbit and Cavy Club.
“I was homeschooled at the time,” she said. “My mom 

signed me up for 4-H to get me involved in extracur-
ricular activities.”
Shortly after joining 4-H she developed an allergy to 

her cavy and switched to rabbits. While she was also 
allergic to her rabbits she decided to stick with the proj-
ect.
“I began with a pet mini rex, then I got mini lops to 

breed for 4-H,” she said. “I had them for a while, but 
they got a little aggressive. I didn’t see that as a desir-
able quality so I moved over to Holland Lops.”
Seven years later she still enjoys raising hollands.
“The thing that drew them to me is the reputation for 

better temperaments,” she said. “Also the appearance 
of the hollands really struck me. They were a good fit 
for my family.”
Ivanovski credits her 4-H leader, Nikki Bortz, with 

opening her eyes to all of the different aspects of rais-
ing and showing rabbits.
“We went into it blindly,” she said. “Thanks to my 4-H 

leader I learned so much.”
One of her favorite competitions is state days. 
“It is really good for growth not just to learn more 

about rabbits and cavies,” she said. “It is just wonderful 

to look back at how much I’ve grown because of it.”
Her participation in state days inspired her to run for 

state teen council.
“It definitely pushed me to go out of my comfort 

zone,” she said. “It is just a really wonderful experi-
ence all around.”
With 15 to 20 holes in her rabbitry, along with her al-

lergies, Ivanowski has had challenges trying to improve 
her herd.  But she has had successes.
“One particular win that was a huge accomplishment 

for me, other than my first BOB, was at Pasrba two 
years ago with one of my homegrowns.” 
She has also found success competing in royalty. She 

competed for the first time at the 2013 convention  in 
Harrisburg. She was 3rd runner-up for Queen at the 
Fort Worth convention. She was also a member of the 
second place judge team in Texas.
“It was very exciting,” she said. “There were 60 con-

testants (for queen). It was certainly an accomplish-
ment.”

(Continued on Page 7)
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(Continued from Page 6)
Ivanovski is even working 

on a plan to stay involved in 
rabbits as she continues her 
education. She plans to attend 
culinary school. She plans on 
first attending Montgomery 
County Community College so 
she can keep her herd at home. 
When she transfers to a school 
in Rhode Island she plans to 
merge her heard with a friend 
who lives in the area.
“I am trying to keep a connec-

tion to the rabbit world through 
my secondary education,” she 
said.
She is also studying to one day 

take her registrars’ test.
“Once I become a registrar I 

would like to become a judge,” 
she said. 
Looking back, Ivanovski said 

that working with the rabbit 
project has taught her public 
speaking skills, career skills 
and interview skills.
“When I started I was home-

schooled transitioning into 
public school,” she said. “I 
was very shy and didn’t talk 
to anyone at first. Just giving 
a presentation to my club was 
terrifying to me. I think it com-
pletely shaped me as a person.” 
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MARCS Meeting Minutes

History Awaits in the Keystone State!

Mid Atlantic Rabbit & Cavy Shows –
www.marcshows.com

Application for Associate Membership or
Renewal

Membership is by association only.  Once a club is affiliated 
with MARCS, all members of the club will be considered 
associate members of MARCS.

Club Name:____________________________________________________________

Officers: President:__________________________________
Vice-president:______________________________
Secretary:__________________________________
Treasurer:__________________________________
Directors:___________________________________________________

Secretary’s Address:_____________________________________________________
City:___________________________ State:________ Zip:__________________
E-mail Address:_________________________________

Associate Membership Fee:
-1 Year:  $25 -2 Years:  $40 -3 Years:  $55

make checks payable to MARCS

Please answer the following questions Yes No
Are you willing to hold benefit shows for MARCS?
Are you willing to hold raffles or auctions at your show to benefit 
MARCS?
Are you willing to hold specialty shows for MARCS?
Included are additional pages to complete:
-Membership Listing for MARCS Association (computer generated lists 
acceptable as well)

Mail or e-mail completed applications to: Dr. Jay Hreiz, MARCS Secretary
2604 Country Club Ln.
Charlotte, NC 28205
2013arbaconvention@gmail.com


