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President: Brian Bell - marcspres@gmail.com
Vice President: Lori Jo Whitehaus - ljwhitehaus@gmail.com
secretary: Robyn Henry - rhenry523@gmail.com
treasurer: Charlene Everette - ckshair@charter.net

directors:
Ruth-Ann Bell - ruthann.sbfarms@gmail.com
Stephen Trent - stephentrent@cox.net
Brenda Smith - narrowgatefarm@msn.com
Mary Ellen Stamets - mrabbit67@yahoo.com
Melissa Deitrich -Fuzzibuttsrabbitryandcaviary@gmail.com

committee chairs

conVention: Brian Bell - marcspres@gmail.com
election: Angie Shaw - angieshaw@comcast.net
constitution: To be appointed
communications: Michelle Forry - mlganassi@yahoo.com
merchandise: To be appointed
shows: Glenn Ganassi - GlennG-MARCS@zoominternet.net 
website: Alexa Bixel - auroralexdesigns@gmail.com
d9 youth contest teams: Ruth-Ann Bell - ruthann.sb-
farms@gmail.com & Gerry Vaerewyck - gv@vere.com
show adVice committee: Ruth-Ann Bell 
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Richmond Rabbit Breeders Association
North Carolina Cavy Breeders Association 

Charleston Fancy Rabbit Breeders Association 
Pennsylvania State Rabbit Breeders Association

Mid Atlantic Dwarf Hotot Club
Delmarva Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association

Blue Ridge Rabbit & Cavy Club
National Capital Rabbit Breeders Association 

Carroll County Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Asso, Inc.
Lebanon Valley Rabbit Breeders Association

Lebanon County 4-H Rabbit & Cavy Club
Majestic Mini Rex Specialty Club

Southern Pride Rabbit & Cavy Club
Baltimore & Howard Co. R&CBA

Chesapeake Regional Dutch Breeders Association
Color Me Dwarf Club

South Jersey Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Assoc.
York Co. Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Association

Butler Bunni Bunch
Mason Dixon Rex RBA

Finger Lakes Rabbit Breeders Association
Butler Co. Rabbit Breeders 

Delaware Valley R&CBA
Apple Country Rabbit Club

Dauphin County 4-H Youth Club
Westmoreland County Rabbit Club of PA
Cayuga Lake Area Rabbit & Cavy Club

North Carolina Rabbit Breeders Association
Mid-Jersey Rabbit & Cavy Breeders

MeMbership expired:
Mid Atlantic Tan Club
Mid Atlantic Lop Club

Southeast Fuzzy Lop Club
Mid Atlantic Satin RBA

Southern Flemish Giant RSC
Tidewater RBA

Hare Raisers 4-H Youth Club
Lehigh Valley R&CBA

Mid Atlantic Cavy Breeders Association
Eastern States Polish Rabbit Club

Niagara Frontier Rabbit Club

affiliated clubs

NEED TO RENEW?
Send membership forms to 

Robyn Henry
MARCS Secretary 
725 Suter Street 

Johnstown PA 15905

The MARCS logo is the property of MARCS and may not 
be duplicated or used without the express permission of 

MARCS.

The officials MARCS newsletter prints the 15th of March, 
June, September and December. Content and advertising 
deadlines are the 20th of the month prior to publication. 
To submit an article or ad contact Michelle Forry at mlga-
nassi@yahoo.com or 814-521-9320.

Advertising Rates: 
$20 Full Page 
$10 Half Page 

$5 Quarter Page 

newsletter info
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MARCS President’s Report
Hello everyone,
It is hard to believe it is time for another 

great issue of the MARCS Memo. A huge 
thank you goes out to Michelle for editing 
such a great newsletter. This is one of the 
many avenues of communication our orga-
nization uses in addition to Facebook and 
visiting at shows throughout the district. If 
you have any ideas or want to contribute 
an article, please feel free to contact Mi-
chelle at mlganassi@yahoo.com.
Our Convention bid has been submitted 

to all of the current ARBA Board members. The bid 
committee is also prepared to mail additional copies to 
any newly elected officials once we hear the election 
results. A huge thank you goes out to LJ and the entire 
bid committee for their hard work pulling together the 
bid. The bid book looks great and I am sure will be well 
received by the ARBA Board. As many have probably 
heard, we are not the only bid this year, the first time 
that has happened in recent history. The ARBA Board 
will listen to presentations from both bidding host clubs 

in San Diego and decide where the 2018 
ARBA Convention will be held.
The MARCS Board has approved a new 

club logo which celebrates our past while 
focusing on the future. The new logo is 
being prepared for printing. We plan to 
have some new club merchandise avail-
able in San Diego at the MARCS booth as 
well as upcoming shows. We will also be 
able to take phone/e-mail orders and ship 
if desired. Please stay tuned for more in-
formation which will be posted on Face-

book once it is available.
The MARCS Board met in August and plans to meet 

again in November to continue working on club busi-
ness. Be sure to keep in contact with your District Di-
rector or contact your officers with any feedback or 
questions. Until next time, stay connected with us be-
tween issues with the MARCS Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/MARCSSHOWS//).
I hope everyone has a good fall and hope to see you 

in San Diego or at the upcoming shows in our district.

Done!  
The 92-page Bid Book is complete and 

was in the hands of all of the ARBA Board 
Members at the end of July, ahead of the 
deadline. Enormous thanks go to our voun-
teer decision-makers, consultants and con-
tent-writers Michelle Forry, LuAnn Galla-
gher, Tori Perry, Deb Schmittel, Ruth-Ann 
Bell and Brian Bell. Their efforts made it 
easy to assemble the proposal. 
The new convention logo was designed 

by Alexa Bixel. 
If you are wondering, we did get permission from the 

chocolate-makers to use the “kiss” streetlight in the 
logo.
While many of the successful elements from the 2013 

Convention are repeated in the 2018 Bid, there are some 
changes. The Sheraton will still be our Open Host Hotel 
where the ARBA Board will be housed. 
This will again be the site of the Open Banquet. How-

ever, our other Host Hotel for Youth will 
be the Radisson in Camp Hill. This beau-
tiful facility is only 4 miles from the Farm 
Show Complex. 
Since we are again expecting a record-

breaking youth presence, the Youth Ban-
quet will be in the Banquet Hall at the 
Farm Show Complex which can seat 
1,000 so everyone will be comfortable. 
The Farm Show Complex is a second 

home for many of us in South Central 
Pennsylvania and we are excited to be 

again using the USA’s largest agricultural facility that 
is under one roof for our convention. 
Many volunteers will be needed the week in advance 

of the show to set up all of the equipment and even 
more are needed for the speedy tear down as another 
event is using the facility after us. 
It’s a busy place!

(Continued on Page 4)

MARCS Vice President’s/Bid Chair Report
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Where do I begin?  
I know everyone has been suffering the 

heat, rain and our friends in California 
have been in our prayers with the Wild 
Forest fires.
We have completed the yearly spread-

sheet for filing the taxes for 2015 and 
submitted to our Tax Auditor Lisa Long.
We have a new club secretary and look 

forward to working with Robyn.  
I know several individuals and clubs 

who are planning shows for MARCS to 
help financial support us for winning the ARBA bid for 
the 95th Convention to come back to Harrisburg, PA.  

Our Convention committee has been 
working on the bid books, lodging, plan-
ning banquet for ARBA Open and Youth 
exhibitors.
If you would like to volunteer your help it 

would be greatly appreciated. Without the 
help of the MARCS Board, volunteers, and 
supporting clubs we could not have com-
pleted the first bid.
We have learned a lot and preparing for 

our next endeavor.   
Our bank account is in good standing and 

all bills have been paid.
(Continued on Page 5)

(Continued from Page 3)
Of course, all of this will happen once the ARBA Board 

decides on the Host Club for the 95th ARBA Conven-
tion. That decision will be made in October when the 
Board meets in San Diego, California at the start of the 
next convention. I’m sure you all know that this time 
there are two clubs who have submitted bids. Our Bid 
Presentation Team will have up to 30 minutes to meet 
with the board in October. The Pioneer Club will also 
have the same amount of time for their presentation. By 
the conclusion of the board meeting, we will know of 
their decision.

What next?  Well, the last section of our bid book in-
cludes letters from clubs who are expressing support 
of the Harrisburg convention. If your club missed the 
deadline, you can still write a letter of support. Con-
tact me for details. Otherwise, please talk about the 
2018 convention location at the upcoming rabbit shows 
and at your club meetings. Like, share, and comment 
on posts that you see on the MARCS facebook page. 
If you are going to San Diego, consider volunteering 
in the MARCS Booth for a few hours. Every little bit 
helps the cause.

MARCS Vice President’s/Bid Chair Report

MARCS Secretary’s Report
Hello everyone,
I would like to take a quick second to in-

troduce myself. My name is Robyn Henry 
and I am the newly-elected MARCS secre-
tary.
I started raising rabbits as a youth exhibi-

tor in the Westmoreland County 4-H Pro-
gram. 
At that time I raised mini rex.
After aging out of the program I took 

some time away from rabbits and went to 
school to become a certified veterinarian 
technician.
I now live in Johnstown with my family, husband An-

thony, who is a firefighter, and children 
Delaney, Brynlee and Wesley. Together 
we now raise Holland Lops. 
I am a Westmoreland County 4-H rabbit 

leader, assist with the county rabbit meet-
ings.
 I am truly honored and cannot wait 

to start working with this elite group of 
people. I wish everyone good luck during 
the fall show season, pray for safe travels 
to everyone making the trip to the 93rd 
ARBA Conventoin in San Diego, CA.

If anyone has any suggestions please feel free to send 
me an email at rhenry523@gmail.com.

MARCS Treasurer’s Report
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MARCS Treasurer’s Report
(Continued from Page 4)

Our new website is up and running and Alexis is busy 
working on the Convention Bid site should it be award-
ed the bid.
Our new logo will soon be on our website and apparel 

in California at the MARCS booth.  
I’m sure it will be available at show or can order off 

the website.  
Please talk to your directors and ask for their support 

to vote for us in the ARBA Board meeting.

Got to love HOT HUMID Delaware. 
Very tough to enjoy the rabbits (angoras) 
and cavies (long hairs) in this weather, 
however, it will get better! 
The heat and bugs are here, along with 

the rain and mud! Is it FALL yet?  Show 
season will be in full swing in less than a 
month. 
One of the perks to attending shows is the 

food and good comradery. It’s always great 
to see the youth showing and actually han-
dling their own rabbits. As the fall shows 
approach, remember to be safe and think of how the 
heat can affect you and your rabbits and cavies both in 
the car and at the show site. Keep yourselves hydrated 
and cool, as the temperatures will still take a while to 
cool down. One tip is to back ice bottles for your rab-
bits or cavies to lie next to. Or a shade cloth, prevention 
is the key as fall approaches.
Please mark on your calendars three shows in my 

next of the woods. The Delmarva Rab-
bit & Cavy Breeders Association and the 
First State Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Club 
would like to invite you to our Fall Show 
on September 24 & 25th in Easton, MD. 
Both clubs are offering Double Open and 
Double Youth Shows along with several 
breed specialties. Hope you can join us. 
Also the First State Rabbit & Cavy Breed-
ers Club is holding another Double Open 
and Double Youth Shows along with sev-
eral breed specialties in March. I am still 

looking for a location in Delaware to hold an “official” 
First State Rabbit & Cavy Breeders Club in Delaware, 
fingers crossed I can find a location.
Lots of exciting things are in the works for MARCS. 

Keep your fingers crossed that MARCS is awarded the 
bid for the 2018 ARBA Convention. It is not too early 
to start planning for this. Let MARCS know how you 
would like to volunteer. 

MARCS Director’s Report: MD, DE, DC

Fuzzibutt’s Rabbitry & Caviary
Melissa Deitrich

English & Giant Angoras
Coronet’s, Peruvians and Silkies

fuzzibutts.com
fuzzibuttsrabbitryandcaviary@gmail.com

302-670-9912

MARCS Director’s Report: WV, VA  -- No Report

MARCS Director’s Report: NC, SC  -- No Report

MARCS Director’s Report: NJ, Foreign, non ARBA D9 - No Report
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MARCS Director’s Report: PA
I don’t know about all of you, but I am 

glad that this summer is coming to a close!  
Around here, summer always seems to be 
the busiest time of year. 
The most exciting part of the summer is 

seeing the completion of the bid for the 
2018 convention. 
While Indy always leans towards racing 

themes and California always goes with a 
beach theme, we have decided to capital-
ize on a history theme. 
This time, however, the history theme has 

a bit of a twist incorporating something that the Har-
risburg/Hershey area is known for — chocolate. In the 
midst of the organized chaos of convention 2013, the 
slogan “History is sweet when it repeats” was some-
thing that popped into our brains and it stuck. Our pro-
posed logo uses the Hershey Kiss light to illuminate 
why people are coming back to D9, for history to be 
made with their rabbits and cavies. While at first glance 
the logo may seem overly simplistic, anyone who 
knows about printing can appreciate how easy this logo 
will be to duplicate not only on paper, but on a myriad 
of other items from merchandise to ribbons. This logo 
also carries on a theme that was started when “History 
await[ed]” everyone in 2013. 
While the road to 2018 has just begun, the next phase 

is in to full swing. The bid was sent out and in the hands 
of the ARBA board at the end of July. In San Diego, a 
team will present the bid to the board. After hearing 
the bids from both Pioneer and MARCS, the board will 
vote and announce who will be hosting 2018. 
The bid team will not be the only ones to be repre-

senting MARCS in San Diego. We have 
opted to have a booth, run by Peggy 
Montgomery and her grand-daughter, Ay-
anna Jackson. The booth will be promot-
ing MARCS as an organization and any 
of our larger shows within the District, 
like the NCRBA State Convention and the 
PaSRBA Convention, to show folks what 
makes D9 so special. We will also roll out 
our new line of club merchandise. 
So if you are in San Diego, please be sure 

to stop by and say hello to all of us!!
While our primary focus over the past few months has 

been preparation of the bid, it is time to also draw at-
tention to a few MARCS shows that will be coming up. 
On October 22nd and 23rd, MARCS will be joining up 
with the Lebanon Valley Rabbit Breeders Association 
for their annual open and youth double show. LVRBA’s 
double show will be on Saturday and the MARCS dou-
ble show will be on Sunday. 
Please be watching for more information as activities 

including rabbit hopping and a youth skill-a-thon will 
be taking place. 
Please take note that this year the shows will be day of 

show entry only. 
Also, in December MARCS will be hosting a double 

open show alongside the Dauphin County Youth’s dou-
ble youth show on December 10th. 
I look forward to seeing everyone throughout the com-

ing months. If you are in San Diego, please be sure to 
stop by the booth. If you are unable to head west, I’ll 
look forward to seeing you all later in the fall. Until that 
time, many blessings!
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As I write this report, the Westmoreland 
Fair starts in 3 days. 
On Friday the longest, most tiring, 9 day 

stretch of the year starts and I love every 
minute of it! 
Within the next 3 weeks the Pennsylva-

nia Fair season will end. I hope everyone 
enjoys their fair as much as I enjoy mine. 
When the fairs end the fall rabbit show 

season starts. MARCS has two shows 
scheduled in addition to making our pre-
sentation to host the 2018 National Con-
vention at this year’s convention in San Diego. 
On October 23rd we are hosting a double open, double 

youth rabbit and cavy show in Lebanon. This show is in 

conjunction with the Lebanon Valley RBA 
show which is on October 22nd.
On December 10th we are hosting a Dou-

ble Open rabbit show in Harrisburg. This 
is in conjunction with the Dauphin County 
4-H Youth Club Double Youth show which 
is held the same day.
With this and all of the other fall shows in 

District 9 it is going to be a very busy end 
of the year! 
As your MARCS member clubs are plan-

ning for 2017 don’t forget that we are 
available to hold specialty shows to compliment your 
show. If interested, email me @ GlennG-MARCS@
zoominternet.net 

MARCS Show Coordinator

Ask the MARCS Show Advice Committee
Recently, I received the question, “What 

are some ways clubs can get their youth 
members involved with the show pro-
cess?”
We’ve all heard the notion and have ex-

pressed the idea that the youth are our fu-
ture for the hobby. 
But how can we encourage the youth, 

keep them interested, and grow them with-
in the hobby? 
One of the best ways is for us folks to 

start training ourselves out of jobs in our 
roles within a show. It’s time to start training them at 
young ages how to take over the positions that we cur-
rently fill. As we train them, we engage them in more 
activities within the hobby, we give them a deeper un-
derstanding of the hobby, and we strengthen the hobby 
while they learn and start to see how they can improve 
ideas and make a difference both now and in the fu-
ture. There are many areas within a show that youth 
can have a role to help execute a successful show while 
they also learn valuable life skills.
The first, and most basic, place that a youth can have 

a large impact in the show is at the writer’s table. En-
courage even young ones to sit next to you and assist 
with filling out show paperwork and comment cards. 
Any youth that can read even a small amount has the 

capability to sit and help at the writer’s ta-
ble. Yes, this may slow down the day a bit, 
particularly if they are young, but it is well 
worth the effort to teach even a 5-year-
old. As the 5-year-old grows, they become 
more willing to help others at the table and 
grow a stronger understanding of shows 
and how all aspects of the hobby works.
Another basic area where youth can learn 

at a very young age is that of set-up and 
tear-down. Little ones tend to be eager to 
help and want impress adults. 

We adults need to tap into that young enthusiasm. 
They are not able to carry as much or work as fast, but 
they learn how to work and work hard. 
Personally, I love seeing the little ones drag a piece of 

judging equipment across the show hall and hand it to 
me. It’s one less piece of equipment that I had to lift and 
it made the youth feel like they were a valuable part of 
the team.
The awards table is often a very fun place for basic 

learning and for creative youth to express themselves. 
As at the writers table, youth learn basic terminology 
and the meanings behind BOB, BOS, BOV, BOSV, etc. 
Little ones learn their ordinal numbers quickly as the 
run to grab the appropriate placement ribbons. 

(Continued on Page 8)



8

MARCS will hold an all-breed show in conjunction with the Lebanon Valley Rabbit 
Breeders Association Double Open/Youth show Oct 22. Check MARCSHOWS.com 

soon for the catalog

Join us Oct. 23

Ask the MARCS Show Advice Committee
(Continued from Page 7)

In the planning phase of the show, creative youth love 
to have input as to the types and styles of awards that 
are ordered. They can often come up with new and in-
novative ideas. As you use youth in the area of awards, 
be sure to teach them about budgeting. Give them a 
price area with which to work and set boundaries with-
out squelching their ideas. This will allow older youth 
to learn the value of stretching the dollar to the maxi-
mum while getting the best award possible.
Youth are also very handy to have helping behind the 

secretary’s table. They can easily check through fold-
ers as they are returned, being trained to look for items 
that may have been missed b writers. Give them official 
titles of Assistant Secretary and show them the process 
of obtaining sanctions, inputting data into the computer 
(often times they can do it faster than we can!), printing 
out check –in sheets and exhibitor reports, etc. Today’s 
youth are quite savvy on the computer and can figure 
out a show program rather quickly, if we just let them. 
Identify those organized youth and pull them behind 
the table to help!
The area of superintending is a wonderful spot for 

those youth who have an eye for problem solving. 
Teach them how to create a judging line-up and then 
let them execute it. It is always helpful to have extra 
eyes on the judges to help keep the show moving. An 
assistant superintendent can keep folders making their 
way to the judges, let you know how much longer until 
a breed is complete, and give suggestions for moving 
breeds around as necessary. Youth that fill into superin-
tendents’ roles learn to constantly keep thinking several 
steps ahead of everything going on in the show hall and 
to have good situational awareness.
At meetings, let youth have input on the judges that 

will be hired and the breeds that will be sanctioned. Any 
way that you are able to draw kids in and make them 
feel important and a valued member of the club will 
help to keep them around long term. Clubs do not need 

to struggle with having little to no help. Just tap into the 
youth. Even if the youth are not members of your club, 
you can encourage them by giving them an impromptu 
job at the show. Giving them a role just might entice 
them to join your efforts for the following year.
The ultimate way to engage the youth is to form a 

youth club and teach them to run a show on their own. 
These clubs do not necessarily need to be a 4-H club 
that becomes a chartered ARBA club. Youth in a given 
area can join together to form their own club. In the 
youth club, let the kids run the show and just give them 
advisors who will teach them the ropes along the way. 
Kids of all ages and with a large age span between them 
are able to ban together and run their own successful 
shows. 
While in the grand scheme of life, I am still rather 

young myself. I have been helping with various aspects 
of shows since I was very young. I can still remem-
ber the first time that a show superintendent said to me, 
“Hey, I need your help behind the secretary’s table. Can 
you do that for me?” I also remember how later that 
same day he told me that next year he wanted me to be 
an assistant secretary for the following year. There were 
adults in my life who took the time to draw me aside and 
put me into roles where they thought I could grow and 
stretch myself in the hopes that I would just keep go-
ing in the hobby after the tumultuous teen years. Guess 
what? It worked. Now, I am trying to do the same with 
other youth, including my own kids. While I watch the 
kids that I am investing time into starting to create and 
run consecutive successful shows, I am secretly hoping 
that they are gaining the experiences and fun times that 
will entice them to stay in the hobby after they make it 
through the awkward teen years. Ultimately, I hope I 
am training myself out of a job so that I can pass on the 
baton to someone else who can continue to grow and 
improve that which was passed on to me. Let’s take 
some time and invest it in the youth so they can con-
tinue to carry the torch. 
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By MICHELLE FORRY

When Andrew Miles starts a new adventure he puts in 
100 percent. 
The 17-year-old Mercer County resident is currently 

serving as the Pennsylvania Rabbit Breeders Associa-
tion King and is working on deciding what rabbits he 
is going to take to the ARBA National Show and Con-
vention in California and preparing to run for ARBA 
King.
And he has only been raising rabbits for 1 1/5 years.
“When I start something I really go in all out,” he said. 

“I started with rabbits a year and a half ago. I really like 
the people and the hobby as well.”
Miles is a member of a poultry and rabbit club in Mer-

cer County.
“Me being one of the youth leaders I was exposed to 

the rabbits,” he said. “It was something I was interested 
in and kind. I thought maybe I should get a few rabbits. 
I started with three.”
Now he has 35.
Miles, who is also a member of Future Farmers of 

America, thought that an additional project would also 

help him work toward his Keystone Degree. He now 
raises American Fuzzy Lops and Holland Lops. While 
he started with Netherland Dwarfs he was drawn to the 
COD on otters for the fuzzy lops and the BEW Holland 
Lops.
“Over the past year and a half I kept a lot of juniors,” 

he said. “I had a slow start with my juniors. I wasn’t re-
ally familiar with the standard and as time progressed I 
became more familiar with the point system and what 
the different styles are.”

(Continued on Page 10)

Miles dedicated to rabbit hobby
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Miles
(Continued from Page 9)

Once he received his first Best Opposite of Breed with 
a Holland Lop it motivated him to expand his program. 
He used all of his Christmas money to invest in his 
breeding program. He attended the Ohio State Rabbit 
Breeders Association, where Holland Lop and Ameri-
can Fuzzy Lop nationals were held, and was happy with 
his placements.
“I was nervous because there were breeders coming 

from California to compete,” he said. “I won best wool 
overall with the fuzzy and best broken junior buck. I 
just thought it was an amazing experience and I thought 
my animals did very well. Since then it gave me drive 
to improve my breeding program and go forward and 
participate in convention in California this fall.”
Miles said he is planning to meet with a few judges to 

help him go over his animals so he can decide what to 
take to California.  
Miles said he favorite part about serving as PaSRBA 

King is educating others about rabbits. He has attended 
events such as AG Progress Days and the Westmore-
land County Rabbit School to help teach.
“I always like teaching others and inspire them to do 

their best,” he said. 
Miles said his future goals in rabbits are to get his reg-

istrars license within two years for both rabbits and ca-
vies and then work to become a judge.
“I see all the judges going around having a great 

time,” he said. “They are always teaching others and 
some travel around the world helping different coun-

tries develop the breeds. I would really like to do that.”
In the meantime, Miles said he is focusing on becom-

ing more knowledgeable with judging, breed ID and 
breeding programs. He also wants to improve his own 
breeding program.
“Every youth should go as far as they can with their 

program,” he said. “You really should have no limits 
on yourself. Always be determined to do your best and 
work to support others.”
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Netherland dwarf breeders
Located in Lebanon, pa

pixiehollowrabbitry.com
717-628-1133 
717-383-2749

This is our logo that accompanied 
the MARCS bid for the 2018 ARBA 

Convention and Show. Our bid 
books are in the hands of the ARBA 
Board. Watch our Facebook page 

for updates and upcoming contests.


